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were not in the pay of Germany, she had compromised
with her own intelligence by supporting any tendency
that could be labelled " anti-German". Because the
Japanese maintained that they were actuated solely by a
desire to prevent the economic domination by Germany of
Asiatic Russia, the British Government approved Japan's
activities in Siberia; because the White armies of Alexeiev
and Kornilov represented the old Russia who had fought
with the Allies against Germany and had the double
advantage of being both anti-Bolshevik and anti-German,
Great Britain gave them both moral and material support;
now, when the Soviet Government asked for assistance in
meeting further German aggression, the British Cabinet
were disposed to grant it, but without ceasing their other
Russian activities, apparently unaware of the anomalous
position in which they were placing themselves. More-
over they entertained the naive belief that Lenin and
Trotsky would be more inclined to accept the bona fides of
the great capitalistic States than these States had shown
themselves to accept that of the Bolsheviks.

This confusion of thought was apparent to Bruce
Lockhart from a despatch written in the stately English
of Mr. Balfour and dated February 21:

In so far as they [the Bolsheviks] are opposing or embarrassing
our enemies, their cause is our cause. In so far as they endeavour to
foment revolution in this, or any other Allied country, we shall
thwart them to the best of our ability. In so far as they are dealing
with the internal politics of those parts of the country where they
are de facto rulers, we have no desire to interfere. The very principles
which induce us to co-operate with the Bolsheviks urge us to support
any forces in Russia which seem likely to offer resistance to our
enemies, or aid to our friends. But we cannot pledge ourselves to
abstain from such action in other parts of Russia as may in our
opinion help to win the war: though we have not the slightest
intention of indulging in any anti-revolutionary propaganda.1

1 Blanche E. C. Dugdale, Arthur James Balfour (London, 1936), ii.
257-258.
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